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Fred Walker of

“Twelve Mile”

By SARA EMERALD MELSON,
hManyberrias, Alberta

for butcher beef was established
at the Lethbridge and District

Exhibition on June 29th, 1848, when the
T. Eaton Co. Ltd, paid 21,07T9.50 for an
450-1b. Hereford steer.™

The above was front page news in the
Lethbridge Herald and many read it and
sighed, groaned or cheered, as the item
touched them in some particular way.
Likely no one interested im the ecattle
industry iz in a better position to produce
stories of a more contrasting nature than
Fried W. Walker, well-known Seotch-
Canadian, who has worked with cattle
since 18303 when he arrived from the land
of the heather and started working for
hiz unecle, Alexander Middieton, who was
managing a farm at Dunmore, Alberta.
Led In First Bull in First Calgary Sale

One story, really “ome for the books™
when it comes to quoting the by-gone
prices pald for cattle, is clearly imprinted
in Fred Walker's memory. This story
entails quite a number of “firsts" -— for it
was staged at the first annual bull sale
ever to be held in Calgary. That wasg in
the wear 1901 and Fred Walker, then
about 26 vears of age, was sent to Cal=
gary in charge of a carload of show
cattle, J

small wonder that Fred remembers
this trip so well, for to him fell the honor
of leading the first Shorthorn in to the
show ring. Think of that . . . Calgary's
first bull zale and the first animal to be
shown was a huge red named "Ereuger”.
Fred Walker still recalls even that, and
of course he hasn't forgotien who bought
the animal either: it was John Turner of
Calgary. And the price? Well, thiz is
where the groaning beging when wou
glance back at the news item of the
champion calf that brought $1.27 per
pound in June, 1949, We're talking of
1901 and that was a different story, Big
red “Kreuger” was knocked down for
100!
Yes, indeed, old timers like Fred Walker
can tell of many changes they have seen
in the west in the past half century or
more that they have been around these
parts, They know all phases of farm
and ranch life inside and out. They've
seen good yvears and bad years and those
that were “just so s0™, But if you listened
to Fred Walker tell it, you'd get the
notion that all the years since 1893 were
good ones. All his acquaintances agree
that pessimism and Walker just can't
stay in the same room. His happy
faculty of always seeing the bright side
of life sticks to him as tenaciously as his
Scottish “brrre” sticks to his tongue.

Worked for 76"

Of course he's seen hard work and

plenty of it, but it was work he liked and
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ROMNELET RAMS
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Over 100 head of well-grown vear-
ling Rams 1o choose from at
Seandia,
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Fred Walker of "Twelve Mile™.

that he could do well, He always had a
great liking for both cattle and horses
and hizs experience in handling them
covered a wide range of endeavor. Im
the last decade of the century he worked
under the late D H. Andrews when he
managed the Crane Lake farm owned by
the Canada Land and Eanch Co.

There are still old timers who tell of
serving on the crew emploved at that
time, for many men were nesded to
attend to all the purebred stock raised.
The cattle were Shorthorns for the most
part and Clydesdale and Hackney horses,
It was during these years that the young
Scotsman, Fred, acquired his liking for
the Clyde breed, and later onm, in the

years immediately following World War T
he raised many fine Clydes of hizs own
on his farm northwest of Medicine Hat.

In 195 the Canada Land and Ranch
Co. moved their horses to Dunmore, and
Fred was hired az the foreman of this
ranch. He worked in this capacity for
five vears, at which time the owners sold
out their interesis,

Located for Self in 1811

Fred Walker had spent about 18 years
in the Canadian west by this time and
had proven himself an efficlent, reliahle
workman to all his employers and asso-
clates,. But he hankered to start out on
his own, s0 in 1911 he bought land twelve
miles from Medicine Hat and there he

up to préevent damaging.
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has lived ever since. For the obvious
reason that the Walker place was located
twelve miles from the "Hat, it was desig-
nated as “Twelve Mile”™ to all comers,
Yes (to pardon a pun} “comers” became
“stoppers” when they hit “Twelve Mile”
[or there was always a hearty welcome
awaiting them. Fred Walker was a mar-
ried man by this time, wedding the for-
mer Harriet Harper the same wyear he
settled on hiz own land. There have
been four children born of the marriage,
Fred Jr., Jack, Margaret and Harriet. The
two boys farm at Tilley and Medicine
Hat; Margaret lives at home, and Harrlet
(Mrz. Joe Wells) is in the Manyberries
district.

During those early-settlement vyears
before the car and aleplane cut distances
Lo &4 mMinimum, many &4 Weary traveller
making the tiresome trek from the Red
Deer river to Medicine Hat brightened
as he approached the Fred Walker domi-
cile, He knew Fred and Harriet would
extend equal welcome to both the tired
human and his horses, ne matter who
they were or where they were going.

During these same years Fred Walker
made many a long cross-country trek
himself, for in 1914, at the outbreak of
World War I, he took charge of the live-
slock for J. 1. Bovee, former bookkeeper
for the C, L. & K. Co., who had =zettled on
a ranch at Eagle Butte. Fred continued
in this work all through the war years,
and the trips he made between Twelve
Mile and Eagle Butte were legion. With
democrat and team or by sleigh, as the
season demanded, Fred travelled to and
fro. The accompanying pholograph was
taken in 1916 at a deserted shack on
Boyvee's lease while waiting for the two
riders to bring in horses for branding.

“Etw&d Pt

In the west, where so many men get
“the itchy foot” and wander here and
there, it is good to hear of a true home-
body who can “stay put”; for Fred
Walker iz still living at the zame old
home place where he put down his roots
38 years ago, His interest in men, horses
and cattle has never dimmed . . . he likes
them all . . . and, depend upon it, they
like himy ton., Looking and acting amaz-
ingly voung for one who has celebrated
his Toth birthday, he relishez meeting
anyone who will stop to chin of the good
old days when the west was a lot
younger than it is now.

When we asked permission to run this
story of this fine Scotch-Canadian in tha
pages of CANADIAN CATTLEMEN, there
was a bright eager note in Fred's voice
and a mischlevous twinkle in his eye
when he replied, “I'd be right proud of
mesel' to be in the Cattlemen.” The
publishers of this magazine can come
right back and say, "We are right proud
to have the stories such as Fred Walker's
in the Cattlemen . . . for it took men of
hiz ealibre to open up this west land of
ours and head it in the right direction™

Dr. J. GORDON ANDERSON
D. V.M.

Dr. W. T. NAGGE. D.V.M.

Veterinarians to the Members of the
WESTEEN STOCKE GROWERS"
ASSOCIATION

1016 - 8th AVE. WEST
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ROBECO

MANURE

SPREADERS

AT SPECIAL LIQUIDATION PRICES

Forty-five only left of the well-known and proven 5-ton Capacity
ROBECO Manure Spreader priced for quick sale. Send your enquiries
direct to us at Box 398, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, or through your

local implement dealer.

Robinson Engineering & Development Co. Ltd.
{In Liguidation)

1820 Ninth Avenue East
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

P.O. Box 398

Phone E5479 or R3845

In 1942 zale of ecattle in Canada was
2,056,995 head valued at $301,800,000 and
of calves 540,921 calves valued at 332.-
100,000, Ontaric had the greatest value
for production of cattle and calves at
S107,600,000; Alberta was next with 382 -
00,000, Saskatehewan thicd with S70,000.-
B and Manitoba fourth with 335,500,000,
British Columbia had 59,300,000,

The Mexican-United States Commission
for the Eradication of Foot-and-Mouth
Dizeaze In Mexico reports encouraging
progress.  Already more than 13 million
cattle, sheep, goats and hogs in the owver
200,000 ggquare mile quarantine sone have
been vaccinated at least once, The sus-
ceptible animals in over half of the ter-
ritory have been vaceinated a sepond
time, and the third round of vaccination
is well under way, four months after the
second ireatment.

Experience and tests have shown that
the vaccine provides immunity for about

= —~
four months. True, a number of animals
vacecinated only once have come down
with the disease, but 50 far not a single
animal has developed foot-and-mouth
after the second and third vaccination.

The Commission thinks this is a good
sign that they may eventually succeed
in wiping out the disease, Less opposi-
tion to the program has been experienced
in the past few months.

The 19 corn crop in the U5, is likely
to ke 35 billion bushels which §f realized
will be only slightly below the record
365 billion bushel crop of last year. As
the carryover at July 1 was 1,239 million
bushels, problems of storage and price
support for surpluses are likely to arise.

Mistress: "I am sorry you are leaving
us, Jane, But, of course, if you are going
te better yourself, I—"

Maid: “Oh no, madam,
b& married."

I am going to

RANCHERS and FARMERS

Have your animal slaughtered and cut up for
your own use in a Government Inspected Plant.

We are buyers of all classes of butcher cattle.

Katchen Brothers

BEEF PACEKERS AND EXPORTERS

CALGARY, ALBEERTA
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