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The Association in the Early Days

By R. G. MATHEWS, 3516 Norton Ave., Everett, Washington

T was in the Fall of 1896 that
Stockmen from all over what is
now known as southern Alberta,

but which at that time was the
SW Corner of the North west
Territory, gathered together in the
old Town of Macleod, with the result
that the Western Stock Growers’
Association was organized,  The
majority of the early members hailed
from the South although there were
a few from the Red Deer country,
and one or two from -the Maple
Creek Distriet. D. W. Marsh of
Calgary was the first President and
the writer of this little sketch was the
first Secretary. Mr. Marsh served for
several vears and was followed by
Wm. F. Cochran of the Cochrane
Ranche Co. and he by D. H. Andrews
of the Canada Land and Ranch Co.
of Crane Lake, and he in turn by
Walter Huckvale of Medicine Hat
who was President at the time of
. my resignation which was, I think,
in 1908; I say, I think, because I am
speaking from memory most of the
early records of the Association having
been destroved in a fire many vears

ago.

Very few of the men who were
prominent in the Association's early
affairs are with us today. They
included amongst others, Pat Burns,
W. R. Hull, R. G. Robinson, A. E.
Cross, McHugh Bros.,, Col. Walker,
and flirmrgr: Lane of Calgary; Archie
MecLean of the C. Y. Ranch, Grassy
Lake; Howell Harris and Tom Currie
of the Cirele Cattle Co., and Tom
Brown and MecIntyre of Lethbridge:
Fred Stimson, Geo. Emerson, A, H.
Eckford, Mutiny Fleming and Bed-
inghield of High River; A. E.
Springett of the Oxley Ranche and
A. B. Macdonald of the 44 Ranch;
C. Sharples of the “Winder,”” W.
Lyndon, Ed. Dawson, Billy Hyde
and Sam DeRinzy of The Trefoil
Ranch; Maunsell Bros., Jim Bell,
Bob Pattersor, Joe MeFarlane, Leeds
and Elliott, Johnnie Franklin and
Billy Metealf of the Macleod distriet
and H. M. Hatfield, C. Kettles,
John Herron, A, M. Mordem, Lynch-
Staunton and A. R Duthie of
Pincher Creek and Dr. McEachern
and Dave Warnock of the Walrond
Ranch; together with a contingent
from Medicine Hat and Maple Creek
which included Walter Huckvale,
Tony Day and J. H. G. Bray of the

former District and D. F. Wylie of
the latter.

J. C. (Jim) Patterson was employed
for & number of years as the Associa-
tion’s Inspector. Jim had spent his
voung days on the Ranges of Texas
and was, if ever there was one, an
expert in the “Cow’” business, and
I naturally got very well acquainted
with him. It seemed as though he
was personally acquainted with every
Range animal 1 remember one
oceasion when he and I were looking
through a herd of some 2000 head
of mixed cattle that I suddenly heard
him shout “Well! I'll be gol-darned
if thar ain't old Emma"”, and he
pointed to a cow's head sticking up
irom the middle of the sea of milling
cattle some fifty yards away. He
explained later on that “Emma"
was an old friend from his former
Cochrane Hanche days some years
previpusly.

And, while on the subject of Jim,
I like T_iﬂ E’;hill::il;nuf an ocecasion when ]
uade t0 aecom me
};Jgrihurﬂh one Sunday inpff[naﬂleo-djr .
Jim wasn't much of a churchgoer
and he sat through the serviee like
a fish out of water until the collection
plate came round and then he stood
up and produced a rough looking
piece of rock which he placed in the
plate explaining in a loud woice,
“Saskatchewan gold, the puore
MeCoy”, and took his seat smiling
He confided to me in a hoarse whisper,
audible to everybody in the chureh
where the nugget was from.
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Established in Calgary in 1897

TOOLE, PEET & CO.
LIMITED'S

| Farm Lands Department

rience in Alberta "
Farm and Ranch land—alwayvs with
| special attention to the Livestock
| Imdustry—qualifies ws to give the
kind of service Cattlemen require.

Fifty vears ex

We are in & unique position to serve
t]'lfw: who wish to buy or asll land
suitable for commercial or purchred

herds.

You are invited to call on us when
in Calgary. Alternatively, we will ﬂ

| gladly go to sec you—on request.

| Toole, Peet & Co. Ltd.

‘ Toole, Peet Bldg. Calgary,

B09 Second St., W. Alberta

It happened that during the whole
time that I was the Association’s
Secretary, I was also the Government
Stock Inspector for the Macleod
Distriet which included the shipping
corrals at Macleod, Pearce (where
the Cochrane beef was shipped),
and Peigan (which handled the
Maunsell Bros. shipments), with an
oceaswonal inp o Cayley, Claresholm
and Fincher Creek. Maunsells sold
8 Iot of their heef to the Burns Co.,
and i was quite the usual thing for
Pat Burns himself to journey down to
the Peigan Corrals and lend a hand in
emtting out the DBeef, and any
stranger happening by at such a

ARDMORE RANCH

e ACCREDITED HERD

e AMERICAN
REGISTRATION
GUARANTEED

= —————

Due to early spring sales of Ardmore Quality Hereford Bulls we
are unable to be represented at the Soring Sale.

Inguiries for fulure needs will recefve prompt atiention

Visttors Alweays Welcome

AdSesy correspondonce  fa:

R. G. Spooner,
B K. 1, Midnapore, Alta.
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time (a most improbable event in
those days and at that location)
might properly wonder who the
Dickens was the stoutish, middle-aged
Eentiﬁmzr.n careening around through
1e herd of milling steers, all decked
out in a blue-serge business suit
without any trace of the wusual
Range trappings. But that was Pat
Burns: always prepared, ready to
climb out of the saddle and step
right into the Ranchmen’s Club at
any time, or vice-versa.
Rustlers

The construction of the Crow's
Nest Pass branch of the C.P.R. was
proceeding during the late nineties,
and with conditions as they were
then—the whole country south of
the Main Line was given over
entirely to the Range business—the
stock-rustling fraternity gave the
Stock Association and the N.W.M.P.
many a headache. The opportunity
existed for rustlers to run in some
other fellows' cattle to be absorbed
by the Construction gangs operating
through the Pass. It was, therefore,

for the purpose of checking conditions
that an inspaction of the camps of
the saveral besf contractors was
considered desirable. An Inspector
from the Montana Stock Association
was detailed to accompany John
Lamar, Foreman of the Walrond
Ranch, and myself in an inspecting
trip through tne Pass, We left
Macleod on horseback with the F.
W. Godsal Ranch on the South
Fork of the Old Man as our first
overnight objective. It was dark by
the time we arrived in the vicinity
of the Ranch and we found ourselves
riding around ingide a large pasture,

unable to find the road down to the-

Ranch house in the dark, until,
fortunately, we ran across Godsal
himself. He was expecting us, and
had ridden out to look for us. As we
were preparing to retire after dinner,
Godsal produced a bottle of Scotch
and starting with Lamar, asked him
if he would have a night-cap.

No, thanks, said John, in his soft
Texan drawl, *“I never wear one."

John and I were billeted for the
same bed which was tight up in a
corner of a small room and [ was
slated to oeccupy the inside track.
I crawled in and while waiting for
him to “douse the glim”, my equili-
brium was somewhat upset to see
him first haul out a long, wicked-
looking gun which he placed under
his pillow with the muzzle pointing
my way. However, John and the
gun and I passed a peaceful and
uneventful night and next morning,

together with our Stock Association

friend from Montana rode on into the
Pass and started our inspecting
operations.

I don’t remember how many camps
we called on nor how many hides we
examined, but there were a lot and
we were a tired trio by the time we
arrived at the Crow's Nest Lake
where the Headquarters Construction
Camp was situated and where we
camped for the night—guests of the
N.W.M.P. (they were not Roval in

- those days, just plain northwest)

(Continued on page 228)

We started with this We are continuing
cutstanding  sire, with this young sire.
& e EERE
And as a result And have the first

foaled some wery
wonderful Ally colts,

crop of colts from
this Palomino to
Palomino  croas.

When Buying

PALOMINOS s~ -

Insist On
. Dark gold bedy Calor. 3.
2. Good saddle horse conformation.

COPFPER KID
Shasta Buck, an
Theroughbred sire.

PILOT GOLD
Sired by an American Saddle Horae:

Dam a Morgan mare.

Ancestry—know breeding background.
4. PH.B.A. Registration.

And remember the creamyv-gold eslor is only sure to bring you
many disappointments because it is the result of an Albino
stallicn or mare.

Mest us ar the Nanton Palomino Show and Stampede, June 24th & 25th, 1947.
In the beart of the Polom=o commtry—the most hospitable town in the West.

HUGH COZART

1414 Centre St. South Calgary, Alberta

imported
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ABSOCIATION
(Continued from page 201)

Detachment which was over-seeing
construction operations with Inspec-
tor . Sanders in charge {now Colonel
Sanders, C.M.G., D.8.0. retired and
living in Calgary). We arrived back
in Macleod in due course, and while,
to the best of my recollection, we
didn't find any improper hides, the
trip had no doubt a salutary affect
generally.

There was one incident about this
time which had a satisfactory con-
clusion from the Stock Association’s

oint of view when a man named
?ﬁhnsun was found guilty of cattle
stealing and zent to the penitentiary.
Johnson branded with a Circle around
each hip-bone and was known
generally as “Hippo” Johnson. He
had been running a butcher shop in

Macleod when he aroused the sus-

picions of the Stock Associaton and
a detective was employed with the
results stated.

There was another ineident which
had oceurred some years previously.
Two men were up for trial; one for
killing a steer and the other for
killing a man. They were both found
guilty and the same sentence was
meted out to each of them—7 vears
in the Penitentiary—which gives

The Great-West Life Assurance Company

some idea of the relative wvalues
placed on a man and a steer in those
days, although it is only fair to
explain that the man-killing episode
was the result of a gambling fight
and not a deliberate murder.

The meetings of the Association's
Executive Committee which took
place from time to time during the
year, usually in Macleod, always
attracted a gathering of Ranch Fore-
men and it was a privilege to have
the opportunity of wvisiting with a
crowd of that description: men like
Patterson, Lamar, and “Black”
Duthie of the Alberta Ranch and
Sharples of the Winder and Johnson
of the Oxley and those Broncho
Busters supreme, Johnny Franklin
and Billy Stewart. There was one
sitch occagsion when the Committee
having adjourned its meeting, a
number of us were standing and
talking together out on Macleod's
Main Street, when Sharples, (of the
Winder) suddenly decided to go home.
He mounted his trusty steed and
georning the wusual road turned
directly northward and raced over
the Cut-bank, (which with the Old
Man River below is the North
boundary of Macleod) down into the
River fully 100 feet below—swam on
acrozs and disappeared homewards

Announcmg A New Juvenile Policy

The "ESTATE

ESIGMNED for bovs and girls to mest their Life Insurance necds for today
D and tomorrow, the Estate E!u.ldtrjmw‘: up with your child, but the cost

never changes. Each

315 EIGHTH AVENUE WEST, CALGARY, Alberta

Invest in the “Estate Builder'—

A QGuarantee of
Fmancial Security

ELEVATOR BUILDERS [
LIMITED

511 Lancaster Building
Cnigar}r, Alberta
Fhone M4907

Experienced builders of GCrain
Elevators and Feed Mills for
ranch and farm—any capacity.

Write us for parliculars

in a cloud of dust, neither he nor
his horse apparently the least upset.
I happened to be standing next to
Inspector Hercules Olivier of the
N.W.M.P.—who had recently arrived
from Montreal—and who was not
aceustomed to those sort of proceed-
ings. Itis no exageeration to say that
he stood pop-eved and speechless as
Sharples disappeared over the Cut-
hank,

And still another incident crops
up in my memory with Sharples as
the star performer. He arrived in
Macleod one day with a mowing
machine needing repairs. It was

drawn by a team of horses and
Sharples sat on the elevated seat
The repairs were com-

and dmvn.

BUILDE

H
=

es imitial insurance of 21,000 which

.ut-l‘:-l.‘:'m'l:il;u“:.-‘ IRCreases T 55,11'"]' alt age 2.

The Estate Builder will do these things for your child:

build an educational or opportunity fund

provide a “man-sred” kfe insurance estate when most needed
protect insurability

give o lifetime of protection st lower cost

Phone M4626
: = H. P, GREGG
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pleted in due course and shortly
after, the Main Street, comparable
in those days in its small town way
to the rocky Road to Dublin, was
treated to a ular grand-stand
spectacle when Sharples with his
team of horses and his mowing
machine came speeding along on the
dead gallop. He was hanging on by
the skin of his teeth and the machine
was bouncing and rattling behind
the spared horses. Right down the
street they went, swinging round
the Customs Hcuse and out onto
the Calgary Trail. We expected him
to be brought back with everything
in pieces, including himself, but he
wasn't, s0 we concluded he had a
pretty tough mowing machine.

Absence, it is said, makes the heart
grow fonder, so I ought to be on the
verge of having palpitations, for I
have been away for over 25 years.
I have, however, during that time
kept in touch with “things Albertan”
and have observed from time to time
the published doings of the Western
Stock Growers' Association. Realizing
that half a century has elapsed since
the Association started on its useful
career and that it is still going strong,
I venture to speak for the men who

the original spade-work that
brought it into existence and who are

not here to speak for themselves,
and to congratulate those who are
today carrving on and to join them
in celebrating the completion of the
Association’s first fifty vears.

a_lul.——'—r-‘—-

P Guld Retires

Dr. F. H. Auld, with Baskatchewan's
Department of Apriculture since 1906
nm.j: ita Deputy Minister for the last
30 years has retired. g

In the words of Agriculture Minister
Nollet spoken at a farewell banquet for
Dr. Auld, “You have seen tromendous
changes in Baskatchewan agriculture
during &;nur 40 wyears of public service
in the Weat."

Dr. Auld, born in Gove Head, P.E.I.
in 1881, came to SBaskatehewan inm 1900
and settled in the Abernethy district,
where he met the late W, R. Motherwall
Dr. Auld joined the dairy branch of
Dr. Motherwell's agriculture department
of the newly formed SBaskatchewan
government in 19006, In 1907 he was
anninmd to the provincial Bureau
of Statistics and Information and in
1910 left the government to organize
the agricultural extension service of the
University of Saskatchewan. In 1914
he returned to the agriculture de;?artmant
and in 1916 beeame deputy minister.

New Cattle Disease

A new and destructive cattle disease
is sweeping hoerds in New York siate.
Dr. W. A, Hagan, Dean of New York

StateVeterinary College says the epidemic

' RANCH FOR SALE |

Comprising 2} sections of deeded land
over 15 sections of lease. West Berry
Creek, running through lease, never
goes dry. Good water. Well fenced.
Farm adjacent to small town and
railroad station. Priced right to sell.

Apply la:
Mrs. Robt. Pollock,
Pollockville, Alta.

is known only as "X-discase” and there
is no known cure. The X-disease has
been prevalent for the past 5B-years, and
has resulted in & mortality rate from
6% to 59, and in some cases, whole herds
have hur.i te be slaughtered as a result
of the infection. Dr. Hagan says the
strange dizsease has odd manifestations
affecting the mucons membranes of the
tongue and digestive tract, as well as
the liver and kidneys of cattle,

Hoof and MQDTJﬂa Disease

The United States Agriculture Depart-
ment has recently accepted a joint
eommission report urging eco-opeération
between Mexican and American authori-
ties to wipe out hoof and mouth disease
in  Mexico. The American-Mexican
oint commission states that the disease

as become so widespread in Mexico it
represents a grave danger to the livestock
indusiries of Mexieo, the United States,
and other eountries.

Britisher Mischicf 3rd

A COMBINATION HARD TO BEAT

Brittaher Mischief 3rd, was bred by ﬂ- M. Campbell, Stavely, Alta., son of Britisher Mischief by Britisher Domine, out of Britisher
B

Lady 415l and by us at t

or. We have |2 mares to foal

1 studs and fillies for sale at all times.

CAYLEY

1946 Calgary Spring Bull Sale for $2,700.00. He heads herd of hich th
breeding of Lester Thompson of Bozeman, Montana, J. M. Camphell, of Stavely, Alta., W, A?uém:-fard-;‘omv:tj# N::nt;;: rilu:
and Hughes Bros.. High River, Alta., and which we are proud to show at any time. See our offering at the Calgary Bull Sale.

Laddie D 1sf (P.H_A4.) beads cur Ea:lnmium—;riﬂ-; Hﬂ:ﬁugniu nE_Il;u]mninn breeding: he breeds 87 per cent true to Palomine
! is season, to fe af. ey are sorrel mares, daughters of Desman Star, Thorough-
bred stallion. once owned by the famous Bar U Ranch. All foals will be sold this fall at weaning time. Mares in foal, vearling

Visitors Always Welcome.

HILAN HEREFORD FARMS

J. ALLEN BAKER. Owner
Phone High River 1704

Laddie D lst (P.H.A.)

ALBERTA
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